
The EyeSmart™ public awareness cam-
paign empowers Americans to take charge of their eye health. EyeSmart emphasizes the 
need for Americans to know their risk factors for eye diseases, infections and injuries.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Secretariat for State Af-
fairs of the American Acad-
emy of Ophthalmology held 
a strategic planning session 
for The NMAO Executive 
Board which consists of  for-
mer and new NMAO offi-
cers. The session was held on 
October 25, 2008, from 8:00 
am to 3:30 p.m. in Albuquer-
que. Facilitating the session 
were Daniel J. Briceland, 
MD, AAO Associate Secre-
tary for State Affairs and Lisa 
Pinkston, AAO Manager, 
Ophthalmic Society Rela-
tions.  
The goals of the session were 
to consider the future direc-
tion NMAO will take, to iden-
tify concerns and issues affect-
ing NMAO, and to set strate-
gic priorities. 

The Secretariat believes that 
state ophthalmology societies 
should take a serious look at 
the environment in which 
they are operating and pre-
pare for a future that might 
involve substantial changes.  

The Executive Committee 
identified the following objec-
tives: 
¶ Work to ensure ongoing, 

uninterrupted NMAO 
leadership succession  

 
¶ Plan and develop the 

NMAO 2009 Annual 
Meeting, and consider col-
laborating with the Univer-
sity to provide additional 
educational opportunities 
to members  

¶ Increase active involve-
ment of NMAO members 
who reside outside of Al-
buquerque 

¶ Implement a strategy for 
the 2009 legislative session 
that anticipates possible 
scope of practice bills, po-
tential proactive legisla-
tion, and actively engages 
members in advocacy 

¶ Improve member commu-
nication and continue to 
develop relations with the 
media 
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In attendance were Mark Chiu, MD, 

Arlene Bagga, MD, Dan Briceland, 

MD, Kristin Reidy, DO,  Sylvia 

Burns, Lisa Pinkston, Peter Beaudette, 

MD, Robert Melendez, MD, and 

Nicholas Mittica, MD by telephone. 

The campaign is sponsored by the American Academy of Ophthalmology, the world's largest association of 
eye physicians and surgeons -  Eye M.D.s. A key partner is EyeCare America, a public service program of 
the Foundation of the American Academy of Ophthalmology. In addition, more than 80 state, local and 
specialty ophthalmology societies are lending their support.  

EyeSmart will initially focus on raising awareness of five major eye diseases — age -related macular de-
generation (AMD), cataracts, diabetic retinopathy, dry eye and glaucoma — and the rise of these diseases 
among the baby boomer generation. The goal is to limit the impact of eye diseases tomorrow by raising 
awareness of risk factors today.  

¶ As part of EyeSmart, the AAO is also issuing a new recommendation to help people take better care 

of their eyes. The Academy now recommends that adults with no signs or risk factors  for eye disease get 
a baseline eye disease screening at age 40 —the time when early signs of disease and changes in vision 
may start to occur. Based on the results of the initial screening, an ophthalmologist will prescribe the nec-
essary intervals for follow -up exams.  
¶ For individuals at any age with symptoms  of or at risk for eye disease, such as those with a family 

history of eye disease, diabetes or high blood pressure, the Academy recommends that individuals 

see their ophthalmologist to determine how frequently their eyes should be examined . 



¶ April 22 ð25, 2009  

The 2009 Mid -Year Forum will be 

held April 22 to 25 in Washing-

ton, D.C. NMAO will offer a dis-

count on your 2009 dues of 

$100 to first - time attendees of 

the AAO’s Mid-Year Forum. This 

annual forum provides an oppor-

tunity for Academy leaders and 

leaders of allied ophthalmic or-

ganizations to identify and dis-

cuss critical issues facing oph-

thalmology. These leaders pro-

vide important contributions to 

the development of Academy 

policy. For info, go to 

www.aao.org/meetings/myf.  

 

¶ May 15 ï 17, 2009  

We hope you will be able to join 

us at the Arizona Ophthalmologi-

cal Society Tri State 2009 annual 

meeting, which will be held at the 

new High Country Conference Cen-

ter at 201 W. Butler Avenue in 

Flagstaff, AZ on May 15 – 17, 

2009.  This meeting will again be 

presented in conjunction with the 

Nevada and the New Mexico Oph-

thalmological Societies. Contact 

Patrice Hand for more information at 

(602) 347 -6901 or at :  

patriceh@azmedassn.org.  

¶ September 19, 2009  

NMAO Annual Meeting, September 

19, 2009, Embassy Suites Hotel 

and Conference Center, Albuquer-

que.  

¶ October 24 - 27, 2009  

Join the Academy in San Francisco  

for the 2009 Joint Meeting  with the 

Pan-American Association of Oph-

thalmology  (PAAO).  The meeting 

will take place at the Moscone Cen-

ter from Oct. 24 to 27. It will be 

preceded by Subspecialty Day . 

ings, journal studies, in-
formation on new drugs, 
technologies and proce-
dures, review of Academy 

content and advice as to 
what additional educa-
tional materials are 
needed in each area. We 
anticipate that this col-
laboration will meet your 
educational needs in the 

most appropriate manner.  

The O.N.E. TM net-
work  contains abundant 
material with a framework 
for continued expan-
sion.   Through SNOMED 

tagging, the search 

mechanism will be opti-
mized to return specific 

The Ophthalmic News and 
Education network is a 
combined effort of the 

American Academy of 

Ophthalmology and Oph-
thalmic Subspecialty so-
cieties to provide a single 
source of ophthalmic news 
and education for ophthal-
mologists around the 

world.  Eventually, this 
network will represent 
everything that is clinically 
relevant to ophthalmolo-
gists worldwide.  

Each subspecialty area has 

an editor and committee 
who provide breaking 

news, reports from meet-

information related to the 
context of the search.   

Self Assessment with 

automated remediation, 

Maintenance of Certifica-
tion study materials and a 
Library are all included.  

This is the beginning of a 
network that will grow in a 

focused manner to effi-
ciently serve the knowl-
edge and educational 
needs of ophthalmologists 
around the world.   

From the AAO home 

page, www.aao.org , 

click on the O.N.E. 

Network tab at the 

top.  

Mark your 2009 Calendars  

The Ophthalmic News & Education (O.N.E.Ê) Network  

NMAO will offer a 

discount on your 

2009 dues of $100 

to first-time 

attendees of the 

AAOôs Mid-Year 

Forum. 

Page 2 

 

Mid-Year Forum 

April 22-25, 2009 

Washington, DC 

New Mexico Academy of Ophthalmology 

http://www.aao.org/meetings/annual_meeting/sanfrancisco.cfm
http://www.aao.org/meetings/annual_meeting/
http://www.paao.org
http://www.paao.org
http://www.aao.org/meetings/annual_meeting/subspecialty
http://one.aao.org/asset.axd?ID=d3b80c2b-f1e6-4ca0-a1fb-97b9f298e5b5


wide variety of leadership topics.  

Next was a trip to Washington, D.C. in April 

2008 to attend the AAOôs Mid-Year Forum.  Dr. 

Melendez visited New Mexicoôs congressional staff 

to discuss issues important to the medical profes-

sion. He learned how to build effective relation-

ships with legislators and how best to advocate on 

behalf of patients. Dr. Melendez felt that his par-

ticipation was most valuable. Look for good things  

from Dr. Melendez in the future.  

Robert F. Melendez, MD, was recognized at 

the American Academy of Ophthalmologyôs 

(AAO) Annual Meeting in Atlanta for his 

participation in the LDP X, Class of 2008. 

Dr. Melendez was among a select group of 

nineteen participants chosen from among a 

large group that was nominated by state and 

subspecialty societies.  

In January 2008, Dr. Melendez took part in a 

2 1/2 day interactive session in San Fran-

cisco with a visit to AAO headquarters to 

hear from AAO physician leadership on a 

Leadership Development Program X, Class of 2008 Graduate  

2009 Dues  
Dear Members, 

Thanks for your continued support in our mission to inform and educate 
ophthalmologists in order to provide quality eye care for New Mexico. 
Ninety-five  percent of ophthalmologists in the state are NMAO members 
and enjoy these  NMAO Membership Benefits.  
 

¶ Free Tri-State Annual Meeting Registration which will be held in Flag-
staff, AZ, May 15-17, 2009 

¶ CME Credits for this meeting 

¶ New this year - $100.00 discount on 2009 dues to first-time attendees of 
AAOôs Mid-Year Forum, April 22-25, 2009 

¶ Free Registration to NMAO Scientific Meeting September 19, 2009, in 
Albuquerque, NM, at the Embassy Suites Hotel.  

¶ ñMembers Only Accessò on the NMAO website. This section features 
clinical and practice management information, and education for your pa-
tients.  

¶ Business cards for your patients directing them to www.nmao.org to 
give them information on their eye condition. Scrub caps with NMAO logo 

¶ Your name, address, and phone number listed in the NMAO Member 
Directory on the NMAO Website, an essential reference and networking 
tool 

¶ CME Credit RecordsðNMAO keeps records and provides free copies 
of past annual meeting credits 

¶      A quarterly newsletter to keep you informed of NMAO and American 

Academy of Ophthalmology activities, and issues related to our profession. 

I look forward to working with you and for you this year. 

Sincerely, 

 

Peter Beaudette, MD, NMAO President 
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New Mexico Academy of Ophthalmology    

Robert Melendez, MD, pictured with Mary Lou Collins, MD, 

AAO Associate Secretary for State Affairs, Cindy Bradford, MD, 

Secretary for State Affairs, and Daniel Briceland, MD, Director, 

Leadership Development Program/Associate Secretary for State 

Affairs. 

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM WITH YOUR DUES PAYMENT.  

 YOU CAN NOW PAY BY CREDIT CARD BELOW.  
 
Name: ________________________________________________   

Primary Mailing Address: 

 [  ] Home    [  ] Work    [  ] Other _________________  [  ] New Address? 

Address:___________________________________________________________ 

 City    State        Zip 

Phone:  (        ) _______ - _____________________ 
 
VERY IMPORTANT 

E-Mail:____________________________________ Fax: (       ) _____-______ 

Website address:______________________________________Would you  
like your website address linked on the nmos.org website?  Yes [ ]   No [ ] 

Return this form with your check for $600.00 (or $500.00 if you are a first- 
time attendee to the AAOs Mid-Year Forum April 22-25, 2009) to:  
NMAO c/o 1432 Sara Way SE, Rio Rancho, New Mexico 87124 

 
PAYING BY CREDIT CARD- Fax to: 505-962-9221 

Name on Card___________________________               
 
Master Card          Visa   

Card Number____________________________        Amount $600.00 
 
If you will be a first-time attendee to the Mid-Year Forum         $500.00 
 

Billing Address___________________________        
 
Signature______________________ 

 
City__________________State________Zip_____ 

 
Expiration Date:   Month____Year_________ 

72% of your 

2008 dues are 

tax deductible. 

http://www.nmao.org


New Mexico Academy of Ophthalmology 

Peter Beaudette, MD, President 
Southwest Eye Care, 7110 Wyoming NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87109  Telephone:  505-346-0500 
 
Arlene Bagga, MD, Vice President 
UNM School of Medicine Dept. Surgery  
MSC10 5610 1 University of NM 
Alb., NM 87131-0001    Telephone: 505-272-6120 
 
Nicholas Mittica, MD, Secretary/Treasurer 
Gila EyeCare, Inc. 604 West Spring Street 
Silver City, NM 88061   Telephone: 575-388-4464 
 
Robert Melendez, MD, Educational Chair 
Eye Associates 1740 Grande NE Suite B 
Rio Rancho, NM 87124  Telephone: 505-892-3434 

Ashok Reddy, MD, Councilor 
Eye Associates, 806 Dr. Martin L. King Jr. Ave NE 
Alb., NM 87102               Telephone: 505-842-6575 
 
Sylvia Burns, Executive Director 
1432 Sara Way SE, Rio Rancho, NM 87124 
Telephone: 505-962-0358 email: nmao_sb@msn.com 

N E W  M E X I C O  A C A D E M Y  O F  
O P H T H A L M O L O G Y  

Genetic testing is now being offered nationwide for the first 
time to every person affected with LCA  through the Carver 
Nonprofit Genetic Testing Laboratory at the University of Iowa.  
The Carver Laboratory has developed an extensive data bank of 
genetic information and provides the most clinically relevant infor-
mation to patients and their families.  The Lab has been involved 
in locating dozens of genes responsible for inherited eye diseases 
and identified hundreds of specific disease-causing mutations.  
The project provides information about LCA and offers genetic 
testing for LCA regardless of ability to pay.   Testing does not 
require travel to Iowa and can be conveniently arranged 
through an individualôs local physician.  In addition to helping 
confirm the clinical diagnosis, genetic testing helps to identify the 
remaining genes linked to LCA and facilitate clinical trials leading 
to potentially sight restoring treatments and a possible cure. 

If you are aware of individuals with LCA or interested in genetic 
studies associated with hereditary eye diseases such as LCA, 
please consider the resources available through Project 3000 and 
register on the LCA Registry.  Project 3000 information may be 

found at  www.project3000.org  or by calling 1 -866-495-2873. 

Contact: Joe Schmidt, University of Iowa Department of Ophthal-
mology and Visual Sciences   319-384-8529 or joe-
schmidt@uiowa.edu  

 

Project 3000 is an ambitious plan to 

identify and provide genetic testing for every person in the 
U.S. affected by Leber congenital amaurosis (LCA) , an inher-
ited form of blindness or vision loss that is typically discovered in 
infancy or early childhood.   

A primary aim of Project 3000 is to provide a message of hope 
to the estimated 3,000 individuals affected by this disease and 
their families ï many having been told that nothing can be done 
for them.   

A critical step toward a cure for LCA is to identify the genes that 
cause it.  At least nine different genes have been identified and 
are currently known to cause nearly 70 percent of all LCA cases.  
The discovery of the genes that cause LCA and the availability of 
useful tests for disease-causing alterations in these genes are so 
new that most individuals affected are unaware that such testing 
exists.  Although it is not currently possible to restore vision in 
affected people, researchers have restored vision in animals with 
similar disorders.  Recent clinical trials involving gene re-
placement therapy in humans have also resulted in im-
proved vision.   For treatment trials to be effective, knowl-
edge of the disease -causing genes and who has those ge-

netic characteristics is critically important.  

Protect the New Mexico Medical Malpractice Act Page 4 

Weõre on the Web-www.nmao.org   

 email nmao_sb@msn.com for password.  

Background  In 1975, Travelers Insurance Company, New Mexicoôs liability carrier, an-

nounced that it would no longer provide medical malpractice insurance to the stateôs physi-

cians citing the lack of tort reform and the small book of business available in the state. 

NMMS immediately began work with the New Mexico Bar Association to draft tort reform 

legislation and proceeded with the major undertaking of organizing a mutual liability com-

pany for physicians. In record time, New Mexico Physicians Mutual Liability Company was 

born, and in 1976, the New Mexico Medical Malpractice Act was signed into law. 

The Act provides a CAP on liability of $600,000 plus past and future medical care.  It sets 

statutes of limitations, and established the New Mexico Medical Review Commission which 

must screen all potential legal actions before they can be filed in district court. New Mexicoôs 

Act is seen as an exemplary piece of legislation nationwide.  It has provided affordable and 

available liability insurance for doctors. 

Expected Attack on Act:   A task force of NMMS, NM Trial Lawyers and Department of 

Insurance has met for the last year to discuss and study increasing the limit of liability 

$600,000.  The society opposes any amendments to the act that causes significant increase in 

liability premiums for physicians.  NMMS anticipates amendments to the act increasing the 

limit of liability to $2,000,000.  Our projections reflect a 5% rate increase for every $100,000 

increase.   

What NMMS is proposing:  Opposition of any attempt to ñopenò/change the Medical Mal-

practice Act without a firm agreement between NMMS and the New Mexico Bar. 

What should I do?   1.  Call your state senator and representative 

                                   2.  Ask that any amendments to the medical malpractice act be opposed      

unless agreed to by the NMMS. 

                                   3.  Additional information and list of legislators are at www.nmms.org 

For more information for you and your contact 

Randy Marshall, NMMS Executive Director (505) 828-0237 rmarshall@nmms.org 

John Anderson JD, NMMS Legal Counsel (505) 822-7900 janderson@nmbankers.org 

http://www.project3000.org/

